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President’s Corner 


By Stephen Burns 
The God Whom You Serve 


The Conference Presidents met during the 
College of Pastors’ mid-year meeting and plans for 
this summer’s conference at the Laurelville 
Mennonite Church Center are fitting together like 
a jig-saw puzzle. But we are missing some of the 
pieces of the puzzle. YOU!! Without you at 
Conference all the planning will be for naught. So 
don’t wait any longer, get a Registration Form 
from your pastor, fill it out and send it to the 
Orrville Grace Brethren Church. 

Beginning Friday night and each morning 
we will enjoy great music and preaching of God’s 
Word. Each message will focus our thoughts on 
“How You Respond to the God Whom You Serve.” 
In the evening we will be blessed with reports 
from our Home and Foreign Missions’ points. On 
Friday and Monday following the service you will 
be invited to join us around the camp fire to 
praise the Lord with singing and testimonies. Also 
during our morning meeting we will be hearing 
from YCON and Children’s Conference. 

Saturday afternoon we will be having 
Tourney Time. Enjoy getting to know folks from 
other churches while participating in the Bean Bag 
Toss, Three-on-Three Basketball, Miniature Golf, 
or the Golf Tournament. Sunday afternoon we are 
leaving open for family time. Enjoy hiking the 
trails at the center, lounging at the pool, visit one 
of the many historic sightseeing areas or join the 
youth biking on the Allegheny Passageway. And 
for those of you that enjoy ice cream, we will be 
having our Conference Ice Cream Social on Sunday 
night. 

Please pray: 

For the Leadership of Adult, Youth, and 
Children’s Conference. 

For the Speakers, that will present God’s 
message. 

For those participating in the music 
ministry during Conference. 

For those who will be coming to 
Conference, that they will be spiritually blessed. 


We look forward to seeing you June 30-July 
4 at Mt. Pleasant, PA. 


ATTENTION! CONFERENCE 


SEven though the 
state of PA raised their lodging tax, our prices 
for the 2017 Conference are all inclusive as 
follows: Guesthouse and Solarhouse (hotel 
rooms) are $83.00 per night. The Motel rooms 
(only 9 of them) are $65 per night and are only 
available beginning Friday, June 30, 2017. The 
cottages sleep up to 16 and have kitchen 
facilities. They are $250 per night. You can also 
camp. Water and electric sites are $24 per night 
and full hook up for RVs are $30 per night. All 
lodging is on a first call reservation basis. You 
can see room pictures and grounds pictures at 
http: //www.laurelville.org/ 


MEAL INFORMATION: 

The meal package is $28.00 per person per day if 
you take all 3 meals. Individual meals are 
breakfast-$7.75; lunch-$9.50; and supper- 
$11.00. 


Children’s meals (Ages 3-11) are breakfast- 
$3.88; lunch-$4.75; and supper-$5.50. The 
package is $14.00 per day if you take all 3 
meals. 


You can make your reservations through the 
Orrville, Ohio Grace Brethren Church by sending 
an email (orrvillegrace@gmail.com) or by calling 
330-683-3526. The reservation deadline is June 
15, 2017. After that date, lodging and meals are 
10% more if available. 
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2017 CONFERENCE INFORMATION 
“The God Whom You Serve” 
JUNE 30-JULY 4, 2017 


Pastors’ and Missionaries’ Wives: We will be having our annual luncheon on Saturday, starting at 
11:00. Pastor Burns and Monica will be emailing out a fun questionnaire for you to fill out and 
return to them. If you haven’t received an email from them by April 15", please email them at 
cburns2358@gmail.com. For those ladies that do not have an email, we will send the 
questionnaire through the mail. Ladies, please buy your lunch ticket for Saturday noon when you 
register. 


Men’s Meeting - Women’s Meeting: The men and women will be meeting for fellowship and 
inspiration during Conference. There will be a short meeting on Saturday following the morning 
Bible Hour. Then on Monday afternoon, they will be meeting from 2:00-4:40 p.m. Darrel 
Hawbaker from our Hasting’s Michigan church will be leading the men again this year. 


Shuttle Service: For the elderly and those not able to maneuver the sloping areas, there will be 
a shuttle service available. Nancy and Nathan Graham will be our chauffeurs for those needing 
assistance. 


YCON Conference Musicians Needed: We are looking for musicians (teen or adult) who will be 
at conference this summer and are interested in playing music for YCON. Please contact 
Jonathan Edwards via email at jsedwardsO7@gmail.com. Instruments desired include bass, 
drums, guitar, vocal, etc. 


CON 2017: YCON 2017 is going to be great! Many events, activities, devotions, small group 
discussions, Bible sessions, missions’ sessions, and worship times are being planned! If you 
haven’t already, be sure to get with your Pastor or Youth Leader to get YCON registration! If you 
have any questions, you can call me at 814.483.9384 or send me an email directly at 
chrisk4christ@gmail.com. Plan to join us this summer at beautiful Laurelville!! 


(Opportunity for Adults, too!): The Youth Conference is planning a day trip to go biking on the 
Great Allegheny Passage in Ohiopyle, PA. The trip is planned for Sunday, July 2", in the 
afternoon. Adults can join in on this event by contacting Pastor Chris Knight at 814.483.9384 or 
by email at chrisk4christ@gmail.com by May 1%*. The bike rental is $12.00 per person and you 
must have your own transportation to and from the site. The fee can be paid at Conference 
Registration. 


Conference Delegate Packets: The delegate packet for conference will be available at 
conference time as usual. In addition to this, in order for delegates (and others who cannot go to 
conference but want the info) to be able to read the reports in the packet ahead of time, | will 
post the reports on our website, as they come in to me. | have received 92% of the statistical 
reports from our churches. My goal is 100%. Please continue to register your delegates by 
sending your fees and forms to Ike Graham (send a copy of the form to me too.) -DeLane Miller, 
Conference Coordinator 
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PAPUA NEW GUINEA UPDATE 


From the Swensons- 

Hello from PNG! We’re in the 
midst of our CLA now (culture and 
language acquisition) and things are going 
well. Our family has adjusted well to life 
here in PNG and we’re all learning more 
and more of the language each day. It’s 
been great to be able to have times out 
in the villages and meeting people and 
hearing their stories and then having 
them graciously correct my stories that 
don’t come out quite right! 

We’re also enjoying the rest of the 
time here in the orientation. We have 
classes a couple of times a week which 
are helping prepare us for the time when 
we’ ll be moved out into the village. It’s 
been great to hear from the staff here in 
PNG who have a lot of insight and 
expertise to share regarding church 
planting and just living life here in PNG as 
a family. It has also been great to spend 
time with the Noyes and the other 
families here with us. 

Thank you so much for your 
continued prayer and support! We are so 
thankful that you are standing with us in 
ministry. We’d appreciate prayer for us 
as a team as we learn about the different 
places here in PNG we could go to church 
plant. There are many factors to 
consider and we are praying for wisdom 
as we seek to go where God would have 
us be part of Him building His Church. 
Also, please pray for our family and 
others here as we continue to learn Tok 
Pisin and have many other aspects of our 
orientation. Pray that God would 
continue to prepare us all for serving Him 
as we seek to reach the unreached. 


Love, The Swenson Tribe-Paul, 
Ellen, Sam, Hazen, Noah and Emmanuella 
Paul_Swenson@ntm.org; 
swensontribe@gmail.com 


From the Noyes- 

Close to three months into our time in 
PNG and things are moving along quickly. We 
are studying the trade language called Tok 
Pisin. The name of the language literally means 
“bird talk.” For those language enthusiasts out 
there, it is an English creole (a simple language 
based loosely on English). Our first assignment 
in PNG is to become proficient in this language. 
When we travel around the country or go to 
cities, this is the common language that most 
people know, at least to some extent. Also, this 
is the language virtually all the “churches” in 
the country minister in, even if the people they 
are “ministering” to don’t really speak Tok 
Pisin! Another reason we need to know Tok 
Pisin is to help the church we plant know how 
to refute the false teachers who will come in 
using the trade language. In just a few short 
weeks we will be done with our time near the 
ocean learning the language and will travel to 
the highlands to get some medical training and 
continue our Tok Pisin study. Following that 
we’ ll prepare to move into a tribe that already 
has a mature church in it to shadow the 
missionaries and learn from the tribal believers 
as we prepare to go do the same thing fora 
different tribe. Please pray for us to continue 
to learn how to balance life (which takes a lot 
more time here!), rest, language learning and 
lots of misc. responsibilities. Please pray that 
we could all get healthy. We’ve had about a 
month solid of at least 1 kid being sick. As of 
yesterday, it’s Ashea again (on her birthday). 
It’s hard on everyone when the kids are sick. 
Finally please pray fervently about the choice 
of a tribe to work in. We are getting into the 
thick of discussions regarding this huge choice, 
though we don’t expect to make a decision for 
months yet. 
God bless, Love you all! 


Craig and Sara Noyes, Craig_noyes@ntm.org 


P.S. If you don’t get our email updates let me know 
and while we have cell service we are putting lots 
of pics and videos on Facebook, so look me up 
there, too! 
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HOME MISSIONS UPDATE 


From the Krans- 


Marlene and |, the last week of March and the first week of April, have had the opportunity to 
speak at several churches in Colorado and see some of the most beautiful country in the United 
States. Marlene also had opportunity to address the women’s group at a supporting church and 
was a real hit with the gals. She has a wonderful way of using the stories from our lives as 
missionaries and drawing points from them which the women can truly appreciate. One of the 
praises that we have experienced has been the formation of the Havurah/Bible study group 
using the free facilities given to us at Hillside Southern Baptist. We added at least one woman 
to the study through the Isaiah 53 table outreach I’ve been doing. 


| had a wonderful lunch discussion with the head of a Jewish Ministry here in Phoenix and he is 
willing to lend us a television grade camera for “man on the street” interviews as part of an 
outreach strategy. The way this specific outreach would work is stopping people on the street 
and asking them what the word “Messiah” means to them. This specific outreach has two parts: 
first, after they answer the question on camera, the camera will be turned off and | will 
continue the conversation, whenever the Lord opens the door, by asking them questions as to 
how they arrive at that understanding of that word, and second, the footage from their 
responses will create valuable material for apologetics training. We are asking for prayer for 
this. 


One of the exciting things this year was being asked by the activities director at Ridgecrest if | 
would do a Passover presentation for the Jewish residents there. | had not expected this 
unique opportunity and this allows me another way to present the gospel through the Passover 
to these Jewish residents. Of course, in line with the Passover season, we will also be doing a 
Passover event with our Havurah group. Once again, we thank you our precious coworkers and 
dear brothers and sisters for your continued support of this ministry. 


Pastor Marvin Meeker is with the Lord now (March 1, 2017) 
From Lakeland GBC, IN- Pastor Russ Simpson 


He actively served right to the end taking Flora GBC at the age of 80. Just in the two years he 
had with them, he revived the church and got them back on their feet. Marvin had a knack 
for reviving churches and running things such as camp. He pastored churches in Indiana, 
Michigan, lowa, and Pennsylvania. He also started the Solid Rock GBC (Indiana). Two men are 
in the ministry from that church: Dave Swenson and Bryan Maley. He was also proud to serve 
as president of the fellowship. His sermons at National Conference stirred many hearts. He 
reveled in the planning and details of conference. Marvin even planned his own funeral 3 
years ahead of time: every passage, every song, every speaker, and singer. It was all 
orchestrated to point to Jesus Christ. One hundred people came to his funeral which included 
16 pastors and two Practorium students. Marvin and Jeri were married 62 good years, and 
raised three children; Jeri, Lyle, and Junie. I’m fairly certain if we could hear Marvin now he 
would say as he often did “I’m having a ball!” 
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NET 17 


The NET ‘17 ministry is coming quickly. The dates are June 10-24, 2017 and will include training at the 
Orrville GBC and a combination of VBS and outreach at Listie Grace Brethren Church in Listie, PA. Below 
are listed the team members with the name of their home church as well. 


Please be praying for the team members. If you have interest in adopting a team member, please 
contact Pastor Del Miller at Orrville GBC. There are five team members not yet adopted. They are 
indicated by the asterisk (*) by their name below. 


In Christ, 
Pastor Del & Grace Miller 
NET '17 Leaders 


GUYS: GIRLS: 

Pastor Philip Moeller (Cornerstone GBC) Christian Elliot (Cornerstone GBC) 
Jordan Bradley (Peru GBC) Hannah Hodgdon * (Orrville GBC) 
Benjamin Miller * (Albany GBC) Abby Pearson (Peru GBC) 

Isaac Hodgdon * (Orrville GBC) Rachel Steiner * (Orrville GBC) 
Gabriel Miller (Albany GBC) Bryanna Stergios (Mishawaka GBC) 
Johnathan Steiner * (Orrville GBC) Amy Vanderpool (Lakeland GBC) 


Jessica Zvers (Peru GBC) 


Orrville GBC: 330-683-3526 pastordelmiller@gmail.com 


[News from the Fellowship Churches | 


Listie GBC, PA-Pastor Chris Knight- God has been moving in hearts at Listie GBC in the past few weeks. 
We were blessed to have a week of Spring Revival Services with fellowship times at the beginning and 
end of the week. The Revival meetings were refreshing and soul-stirring with musical numbers and great 
preaching by Bro. Andrew Broucher. God also blessed our church with a very special Baptismal service 
on April 2"4 where ten young people followed the Lord’s command in baptism. What a special evening! 
Please pray for these ten young people as they continue to serve our Lord and Master. 


New Troy, Ml-Interim Pastor Bob Mensinger- God has been blessing here at New Troy. We had a great 
Energy Saving Sunday, March 19, and had 33 people stay for the carry-in dinner. We had a great 
Valentine’s Banquet at Cracker Barrel with 26 in attendance, including a new couple. Food, Fellowship, 
and Film Night begins next month as an outreach. In January, our Communion Service was a blessing. 
There has been a lot of encouraging feedback from the congregation and the leadership. Praise God! 
We are looking forward to our VBS in July and a community concert in August with the Blackwood Legacy 
Quartet. 


“THE VOICE NEWSLETTER” is the communication tool of the Conservative Grace Brethren Churches 


International. News or mailing updates should be sent to Tara Bradley at stbradley84@comcast.net, or 
at 535 S Broadway, Peru, IN 46970 or by phone at 765.475.3316 by the 20" of the month. 


